
Confirmation 
2023
Welcome to our information evening



Opening Prayer
Walk with us Lord
as we prepare together as a family
for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Be with us every day
as we try to grow together in your way.

Strengthen us for the journey of life,
help us to use our gifts for others,
and remind us that you call us by our name to follow 
you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN
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Overview of 
this evening

• Video

• Sacrament of Confirmation

• Details of the Confirmation 
ceremony

• Overview of preparation 
programme

• Breakout time for candidates

• Q & A
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Video clip

Confirmation: from the Latin:

Con – meaning ‘with’
Firmare – meaning ‘to strengthen’
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Strength for the Journey – video clip
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Strength for the journey 
– video clip

What did you like you most?
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Sacrament

Mysterion – a mystery 
beyond our understanding

A meeting point with God

Confirmation: God makes 
you strong through the Holy 
Spirit
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Confirmation is closely 
linked with Baptism

The three sacraments of initiation are: 

• Baptism, 

• Communion and, 

• Confirmation

In the gospels, we first encounter the 
Holy Spirit at the Baptism of the Lord
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..the Advocate, the Holy Spirit
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything
and remind you of all that I have said to you.
(John 14:26)



Parakletos:
advocate, counsellor, 
protector, comforter
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The Holy Spirit and 
Pentecost

The Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-4)

Imagery of a great wind and tongues of fire

Filled with the Holy Spirit

Began to preach and baptise

11



The sacrament of Confirmation

Calling by name

Each candidate is called 
individually by name.

Renewing of 
Baptismal Promises

Each candidate now 
says their own “I do” to 
the promises made by 
their godparents at 
their baptism.
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The sacrament of Confirmation

Laying on of hands

This is a biblical gesture 
by which the Holy Spirit 
is invoked.

The accompanying 
prayer calls for all the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
be imparted.

Anointing

The bishop makes the 
sign of the cross on 
your forehead with 
chrism and says:

“Be sealed with the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit.”
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Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit

14

Gifts

Wisdom

Understanding

Right judgement

Courage

Knowledge

Reverence

Wonder and awe in 
God’s presence

Fruits

Love

Faithfulness

Self-control

Patience

Goodness

Gentleness

Kindness

Peace 

Joy



Confirmation Day -
26th May 2023

One ceremony per class

Smaller groups

Involvement of the candidates

Mr. Burke’s class – 10.30am

Mr. Sunderland’s class – 1pm
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Confirmation Day 
Liturgy

Handing on the Light of Faith

Liturgy of the Word

Confirmation

Prayers of intercession

Candidates present a mime

16



FAQs:
Sponsor and 
Name

Sponsor
Confirmed catholic

Over 16 

Not the parent

Name
A person that inspires towards good

Discuss and choose together
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Parish 
Preparation 
Programme
A new approach



Parish Confirmation Preparation 2023

• Enrolment Mass on Sunday 11th

Dec 10am

• Five Family Masses - Jan to May

• Monthly meetings with parish 
team in class or in church.

• Leading prayer services for the 
school for Christmas and Lent.

• Class challenge – perform a mime 
together.
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Preparation 
for 
Confirmation
Grow in Love 6th class book



The Holy Spirit 
in action 
Candidates –

What would you do?

Different situations to discuss



Discussing 
everyday 
situations



Questions?

www.howthparish.ie

Website post for Confirmation 2023
• Links to videos

• Ideas for activities at home

• Overview of the Confirmation liturgy

• Copy of this presentation
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http://www.howthparish.ie/


There are a variety of gifts 
but always the same Spirit, 
there are all sorts of 
service to be done, but 
always to the same Lord.
(1 Cor 12:4)


