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New Parish Pastoral Centre - Parish of the Assumption, Howth

01 Existing Mound 02 Partial Excavation 03 Building Outline 04 Building Structure 05 Internal Layout 06 Green Roof
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EXISTING

below: CONSTRUCTION STAGES DIAGRAM _ The building is designed to be “buried” within the mound. This existing mound will envelop the new building on either side. 

PROPOSED

EXISTING

PROPOSED

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposal consists of the construction of a parish pastoral centre at 
the Church of the Assumption, Howth. The site identified for the new 
centre is the existing mound of earth to the rear of the church lands at 
the junction of Thormanby Rd and St.Mary’s Rd. 

The Church of the Assumption is a building of great significance. It 
was constructed in the late 19th century and is listed on Fingal County 
Council’s Record of Protected Structures. The church and its grounds are 
located within the Howth Historic Core ACA.

The building is designed to be “buried” within the mound. It will disguise 
itself beneath an intensive green roof so as to respect the church 
adjacent. The intensive grass roof endeavours to conceal the building 
from view and will seamlessly connect into the remaining mound 
landscape. Frameless glass balustrades are utilised as a roof edge safety 
measure in order to avoid negatively impacting the view of the church 
when regarded from the high point along Thormanby Road. 

The view from St.Mary’s Road has been given careful consideration due 
to its existing descending road levels (towards Main St). These studies 
have influenced the organisation and elevational treatment along this 
edge. The building layout is designed to peel back away from St.Mary’s 
Road in order to shorten its length along this stretch. This also positions 
the Main entrance of the new building in direct conversation with the 
existing church and creates a sheltered entrance courtyard between the 
two. The wall facing St.Mary’s Road will be stone clad where it protrudes 
above the level of the existing mound so as to tonally respect the existing 
site material palette.

Internally, the roof lit hexagonal meeting room is the largest volume 
and heart of the new Parish Pastoral Centre. By positioning all cellular 
accommodation to the South, against the existing mound, the lobby 
area is free to take the shape of the existing apse and celebrate the 
impressive cut stone wall. A light touch glazed connection at roof 
level draws the eye up and provides awe-inspiring views of the scale 
of the existing church. The new Parish office bookends the cellular 
accommodation, its zinc clad bay window provides a bright welcoming 
space at the entrance of the Parish Pastoral Centre. 

The new pastoral facility will serve a current need for a generous, 
accessible space for parish and community groups to gather.
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