
A paper Advent Wreath 

Making an Advent wreath is a very old tradition.  

The green circle is made from evergreen leaves twisted together to form a 

circle. (Holly and ivy are often used for this.) The evergreen leaves symbolise 

God’s everlasting love for us and the circle symbolises that God’s love has no 

end. 

The candles each represent a gift from God that Jesus brings at Christmas. 

Each week when we light another candle, we are getting closer to Christmas.  

 Week one is a purple candle for: HOPE 

 Week two is a purple candle for:  PEACE 

 Week three is a pink candle for: JOY 

 Week four is a purple candle for: LOVE 

You can visit the church to see our large Advent wreath. At the beginning of 

11.30am Mass on each Sunday of Advent you will see the new candle on the 

Advent wreath being lit. You can watch this on the church’s webcam (follow the 

link on the parish website www.howthparish.ie)   

 

But….you can make a simple Advent wreath for your own home in just 10 minutes! 

What you need: 

Some light white card - A4 size 

Colouring pencils or crayons in shades of 

green, purple, pink and yellow 

Sellotape 

A scissors  

A ruler and pencil 

 

Instructions: - read the following then check out our video to see the 

Advent wreath being made 

On the top and bottom of the blank A4 page mark the 13 cms and 17 cms points. 

Draw a straight line from top to bottom of the page at these points. The wide 

http://www.howthparish.ie/


section will be the green wreath and the narrower section will make up the 

candles and flames.  

Along the page edge of the narrow section mark out the 11cms and 22 cms 

points. Draw a line from the edge to the middle line marking out four same size 

rectangles, these will be the four candles. In the remaining square draw four 

flame shapes. It should look like this template: 

 

Colour the wreath section green, 

colour three candles purple and one 

pink. Colour each flame yellow.  

 

 

 

 

Now cut out your green section. Then cut it in half again lengthwise wobbling 

your scissors a little bit to give an uneven edge (this will look more like a twisted 

leaf wreath!). Cut out the candles and the flames.  

HINT: It’s a good idea to colour the opposite side of each of your pieces now so 

that your wreath will look great from every angle. 

Construction: Sellotape the ends of the two pieces of green wreath together to 

make a circle. Sellotape the candles at opposite points on the circle so that they 

are evenly spaced.  

Well done! Now you have an Advent wreath for your home. Sellotape a flame to 

the top of the candle to “light” it. Light one each Sunday in Advent in the order 

explained above. 

 

ADVANCED! Write the words which each candle represents on to the candles. 

When you add your flame you can talk about that gift.  

 

Ask your parents where you can display your Advent wreath so that all the 

family can watch as each week, with more candles lighting, everyone knows that 

Christmas is getting closer. Enjoy Advent!!! 


