
Advent activity countdown chain 

Parents, this countdown chain gives your children something to do every day of Advent and 

they will see that they are getting closer to Christmas as the chain gets shorter. 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

Draw and cut out a star shape to hang the chain 

from (this should be made or backed with 

cardboard to keep strong for all of Advent.) 

Punch a hole in the middle and tie some string 

through it creating a loop. 

Print out the actions list pages below and glue 

onto purple card. Cut out each action (as a strip 

of card) and “close” it into a loop around 

another action creating a paper chain of actions. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!! Now your child can open a link of the chain each day and do the action while 

watching the chain get shorter means you are getting closer to Christmas. Enjoy! 

HINT! If you don’t have a printer just write some actions (follow the suggestions or make up 

your own) on to strips of paper or coloured card and make your paper chain. Remember that 

there are 27 days in Advent this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Set the table for dinner today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit the church and look for the Advent wreath there 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Help to clear the table after dinner today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ask your parents if you can put away the laundry today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Smile all day today – no cross words allowed! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Give some pocket money to charity 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Be nice to someone in your class who you don’t’ know very well 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ask you parents if you can call your grandparents to say hello 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wave to everyone you meet today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Share your treats with your brothers and sisters today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tidy your bedroom – get everything up off the floor! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Before you eat your dinner say a prayer for all the children who are hungry 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tell someone in your family how much you love them (BIG HUG!) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Make a dove of peace from some white paper to hang on your Christmas tree 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Get everyone in your family to sing a Christmas song together 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Read the Christmas story to your family (you’ll find it on the parish website) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pray that all the children in the world will have a happy Christmas. Thank God 

for your family 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Remember to say please and thank you today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Help to clean the house and get ready for Christmas 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Call into the church today to see the crib – does it look like yours? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pray for everyone who will be far away from home this Christmas 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ask if you can help with Christmas baking 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Say a big “Merry Christmas” to your teacher today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Get your own lunchbox and school bag ready for school today 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go for a family walk and count how many evergreen trees you see 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look up the parish website and find out what is special about Advent 

(www.howthparish.ie) 


